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Capt. Startup said: 
"The experience was 

I 
more fascinating than 
frightening, but in re­

. trospt.�ct it made me a lit­
tle uneasy that at on 

seen up to 50 objects in 
the sky during the 
flii!ht. 

"It was a little frighten­
ing," he said. "If they 
are inteH!gent objects or 
have intelligent beings in 
them I have this feeling 
that they mean us no 
harrn. 

He said that the object.S 
were glowing balls, and 
that their definition 'only 
became clear on film. 

"Someone sa'iu it could 
be the .!>lanet Venus, but 
Venus ctoes not . move 
around like· that," he: 
said. stage there was sNne­

thing only Hkrn behind 
us." "I don't know wh 

eel that, but I do. 

A. Channel 0 spokes� 
I man said that the . Him 

had been sold· to .the Brit 
ish Broadcasting Cor 
poration and the CBS net· 
work in the Unit 

He had seen something 
similar in the same area 
and about the same time 
oi night 10 years ago. 

'They were having a 
ball, and I think they 

. were playing with us:• 
That sighting had also 

�ummmrmlllumuurmul�;u" 
been c o n ! i r m e d by § 
ground radar, he said. � 

Mr Crocltett said that§ 
his wife left the plane in� 
Christl�hurch because she E 
\Vas frightened. � 

"At one time there was§ 
an object travelling� 
behind us," he said. "La·§ 

States. 

His last message to 
flight control. . was: 
"Unlmo�'ll aircx·aft is 
hovering on top of me. 
It is not an aircraft ." 

I 
�er there were three tail- � 
In$! us. g 

.. It got a bit scary and � 
the atmosphere was� 
strange on the .flight� 
deck. \Ve were conscious� 
this thing could overtake g 
u.s and s\vallow us up." � 

MELBOURNE: The 
mysterious disapf>ear· 
ance of a 20-year-old 
pilot, Frederick Valen­
tich, over Bass Strait 
still has not been 
solved despite inten· 
sive investigations . 

He disappeared after 
ending a rarlio mes­

sage that he was being 
buzzed by an object 
with tour green ligh� 

,. ,: . . '!llfllf �:i?i'. l l if�'IUintiiiF'1flllt 

r·�s ·�� 
Yt. He said that his camera � 

caught the shape o! the� 
object-oval with rings§ 
around the outside. � 

"VERY QUICK' � 

Mr Valentlch was 
flying a Cessna 182 
from M e 1 b o u r n e 's 
Moorabbin Airport to _ 

King Island on Octo- -
ber 21, last year when 
he vanished. .. At one stage it was§ 

alongside us then in � 
front of us," he said. "Its � A sea and land search 
movements were very§ failed to find any trace 
quick. � of the aircraft. 

'"I was a semi-believer 
in UFOs bef0re. NO\\' J 
am a firm believer, and 
so is my wife." 

Another passenger, tele­
vision reporter Dennis 
Grant, said he had seen- a 
big spherical light with 
the light intensity vary­
ing. 

He had !ound out later 
that two bleeps on the 
radar screen in \Velling­
ton-one the aircraft and 
the other the object-had 
merged at one stage. 
"I am sceptical o! these 

things but I did see a 
UFO," he said. 

A Melbourne television 
repoct�r, Quenti!l x:-og�r· 
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